
 

Holme Valley Community Land Trust Limited, trading as EcoHolmes, at  registered address, Overbrook 

House, Holt Lane, Holmfirth, West Yorkshire HD9 3BW, and incorporated as a charitable Community Benefit 

Society registered with the FCA in England No: 8289.  Tel:+44(0)7966 928146.    Email: info@ecoholmes.com 

  

 

1st Annual General Meeting  
On Zoom 

16th February 2021 

DIRECTORS’ REPORT FOR FY 2020, ENDING 31ST DECEMBER 2020 

The purpose of the Holme Valley Community Land Trust (CLT) trading as EcoHolmes, is to build 
affordable low-energy homes for the community by the community.  

As the first CLT in Kirklees, and one of approximately 290 
Community Land Trusts forming the UK National Network of 
Community Land Trusts (CLTN), we are working to address the 
housing needs of our community. 

Formed in December 2019 by a group of local volunteers, the 
Trust works with local councils and landowners to acquire land 
suitable for building homes in perpetuity for the local people in 
housing need in the Holme Valley. We obtained start-up funding 
from the governments Community-Led Housing support 
programme, and then in 2020 started engaging with the Holme 
Valley community, setting up a website, circulating leaflets and 
posters, and talking with local councils, builders and others 
involved in the housing sector.  

Plans were made for a public launch in the Civic Hall at the end of 
March 2020 but had to be postponed due to the first COVID-19 
lockdown.  We looked for an alternative way to engage with the 
community starting in May last year through the summer and 
autumn.  A series of twelve online workshops were held, involving 
around a hundred people, for community feedback.  These 
covered key housing issues connected with homes and living such 
as: homes for young families, homes for older people, what makes 
'good design', benefits of eco-homes, importance of community, 
private/public space vis green areas, gardens, allotments, parking, 
accessibility etc.  The community feedback from these discussions 
has been included in our EcoHolme design concepts and featured 
on a number of presentation boards.   

The CLT now has some 65 Members, with 200+ subscribers on our mailing list.  Two Newsletters 
have been issued to Members and subscribers, and an on-line housing survey launched with over 
110 responses received as further community feedback on housing needs in the Holme Valley. 

We have had a number of discussions with Kirklees Council, the Holme Valley Parish Councillors, 
our MP, local landowners, builders and other interested parties - all are supportive and agreed on 
the need for small developments of affordable homes for people in the valley trying to access 
housing.  We are also in discussion with a local housing association about partnering  for delivery of 
these homes. The Board are hoping these discussions will lead to the CLT bringing forward to the 
community over the next year, some potential sites for development as community housing schemes. 

In addition, we have been supported with advice and training by our local CLTN hub, the Leeds 
Community Homes CLT and had discussions with and advice from nearby CLT‘s notably the Calder 
Valley CLT based in Hebden Bridge. 

The Management Board has held monthly Board meetings in the period and Board Members have 
participated in a number of smaller working group meetings, visits and Zoom calls. The Board 
currently comprises 9 Board Members; their details, together with our Rules and governance policies 
are published on our website, along with other information about the EcoHolmes CLT and the 
community-led housing movement. 
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